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   Continuing with the promotional program for US cottonseed meal imports into Mexico and following the objectives for 2003-2004; these are discussed for the month of September 2004.

Monthly Report through Objectives:     

· Nuevo León (Monterrey): At least 50% of feed lots maintain CSM use – using a 5% to 8% share of rations, and identify source – RAGASA, AYAMSA or directly from an NCPA member;
One hundred guides of “Cottonseed Products for Beef Cattle”, the Spanish version, were given to the newest slaughter house and probably the largest and most modern one at the moment in Monterrey, “Chamar”, to be handed out to their feedlot customers.  Jaime Guerra of AYAMSA considers that  the (Rio Grande) valley of Texas in their last cotton harvest has produced about 90% of all the estimated Mexican production for this new cycle and this along with the decreasing prices of meal will contribute to possibly increase imports. It is also reported that AYAMSA will start delivering 100 metric tons/month of US cottonseed meal to the area of Tihuatlan, Veracruz, were recent promotion was made for US cottonseed meal. Also it is reported that part of the meal used in some feedlots is being replaced by whole cottonseed in the area of Nuevo Leon.  Therefore it is suggested that a technical seminar by a US scientist in how to use this two products in feedlot rations could help in maintaining or increase the use of US cottonseed meal in the area of Nuevo Leon.
· Chihuahua – Cow-Calf Operations: Maintain 6,000 metric tons of CSM use per year;

 It is believed that the Union Ganadera of Chihuahua will probably buy around 3,000 metric tons in the month of October as previously mentioned in the past report. They have been already approached by an NCPA member for the meal contract but his decision will probably be made next month.
· Chihuahua (Delicias) – Dairy Operations (50,000 cows): Educate farmers regarding the combined use of whole cottonseed and CSM in rations so 5% begins to move away from using only whole cottonseed;

The DIGAL conferences held in this city from September 9 to 11 of this year

was considered to be a success in the number of dairy farmers, technicians and nutritionists attending (more than 400) and also because of the quality and interest of the topics presented.   NCPA and CCI  sponsored  a speaker who was  Dr. Millard Calhoun of Texas A&M University with the topic Cottonseed Meal and Whole Cottonseed: Optimizing its use in dairy Rations (“Harinolina y Semilla de Algodon: Optimisacion de Su Uso en Ganado Lechero”).  Another topic “Variation in the Nutrient and Gossypol Content of Cottonseed and Cottonseed Meal was also published in their proceedings. These two papers are already available in the NCPA website www.cottonseed.com in English and Spanish. Within both topics some areas discussed were toxicity by gossypol in bovines, gossypol analysis, recommendations in combining the use of cottonseed meal and cottonseed in dairy rations, gossypol content in some cotton varieties and gossypol content in cottonseed meal extracted by expanders and solvents.  Some questions asked were how can gossypol in plasma can be analyzed and if the procedure or protocol  could be published. Dr. Calhoun answered that the protocol would be sent to NCPA for its publication  in its website www.cottonseed.com . It was established that good quality seed permits increase level use of cottonseed products over common levels previously used.
· Cuauhtémoc (50,000 cows): Increase CSM use by 15% to 3,500 metric tons per year;

Recent reports mention that the area of Cuauhtémoc due to previous promotion of the NCPA – CCI program in previous years has increased its use of cottonseed meal during this last fiscal year.  They are already importing more than one freight car/month with the possibility of being two by February. This was reported by two feed manufacturers in the area a recent buyer and a potential buyer respectively. An NCPA member also reported that they have just closed a 13 railcar deal of US cottonseed meal to be delivered in the future at different times. Dr.Rolando Herrera (ex-nutritionist of LALA-NUPLEN) an important nutritionist of the area, who has also been contacted previously in trade missions and personal meetings also mentioned that a 20 railcar deal of US cottonseed meal was closed recently with an NCPA member. What is not specifically known is if that both deals overlap each other in some way. The area of Cuauhtémoc is becoming a high consuming area of US cottonseed meal. If we add the consumption of the Union Ganadera of possibly 8,000 metric ton (they have already imported 5000 metric tons)  and estimate that the Cuauhtémoc area has already imported  close to 4000 metric tons we have a state consumption of 11,000 metric tons in twelve months comparable to the state of Nuevo Leon and Jalisco.  It is highly probable that this increase of US meal in the area is mainly due to high soybean meal prices and NCPA-CCI promotion previous and recent campaigns.
· Coahuila – Cow-Calf Operations: Educate farmers regarding the value of using higher-end protein sources in rations so that 15% use or switch over to CSM;
A presentation was made in the Cattle Association of Saltillo Coahuila on Monday September 13, attended by 15 members. One hundred booklets of the Spanish version on the use of cottonseed products in beef cattle were given to the association so they can distribute them periodically to other members. The presentation was focused on the use of cottonseed meal in beef cattle diets, mainly cow calf operations. They already use US cottonseed meal and obtained it indirectly from an NCPA member through the Union Ganadera of Coahuila who directly brings it from an NCPA member through US trailers to the Mexican border.  They use it mainly as a high protein  supplement source during winter or drought conditions. 

· Coahuila – Dairy Operations: Influence the largest dairy operation in the region to switch to combining the use of CSM and whole cottonseed;
     Continuous communication with LALA-NUPLEN is being maintained in order   

     to convince  the use of both U.S. cottonseed meal and whole  cottonseed in the     

     same dairy ration.   

· Sonora: Identify which feed lots use CSM and in what proportion:

This objective will be pursued in the next fiscal year due to the focus given recently to the DIGAL conferences in Chihuahua.  

· Sinaloa: Influence the two largest feedlots to include CSM in their rations;

Its been reported by Dr. Jose Alfonso Torres in charge of the feedlot Santa Cecilia of 15,000 animals that they have been using US  cottonseed meal since November from an NCPA member at levels of 6 to 9% depending on what phase of the feeding program the animals are on. It is considered that this use was due in part to the  previous high soybean meal prices  and also due to NCPA-CCI promotion campaign of cottonseed products since Dr. Alfonso Torres is member of the AMBERES group which is an Association of Veterinarians dealing with the feedlots in the area. A presentation was made to this group in August of 2003 promoting US cottonseed meal.  Nevertheless this recent timely contact was used to try to convince Dr Torres to maintain the use of cottonseed meal since they wanted to change to soybean meal because of price. Information was given in order to accomplish this objective.
· Jalisco (Guadalajara) – Feed Lots: Identify which feed lots use CSM and in what proportion and assist new users of CSM. This area has already been visited this year focusing mainly on dairy.  A visit for the next fiscal year to promote U.S. meal in the feedlot area is scheduled.

· Jalisco (Guadalajara) – Dairy Operations: Increase CSM use by 15% to 14,000 metric tons per year;
It is considered that this objective has been accomplished for this fiscal year when we compared these years’ imports into this area of U.S. meal, to last fiscal year. 
· Influence at least 5 “influential” nutritionists (one-fourth of those nutritionists deemed influential by consultant) to recommend that CSM be included in rations at a rate of 5% to 8%;

Dr Rolando Herrera Saldana former LALA-NUPLEN main nutritionist and now an important nutrionist in the area of Cuauhtémoc attended the conference. He had in previous meetings suggested to his dairy feed manufacturer’s clients to contact the NCPA consultant for information on US cottonseed meal providers and apparently this information has resulted in an increase use of US cottonseed meal in the area as previously reported. The level of use of cottonseed meal was not mentioned but it was apparent the increase use.
· Receive 10 inquiries per month from Mexican industry members; 

There are more than 10 inquiries received monthly through the NCPA website.

· Increase U.S. cottonseed meal purchases by 15% among key decision-makers who participate in the U.S. trade mission.

                  This has been accomplished more than 100% and is being monitored constantly  

                  through    the regions of Chihuahua, Guadalajara and Monterrey  
                  Secondary Objectives:

                  As previously mentioned, one of the secondary objectives was accomplished

                  recently by promoting the use of U.S.cottonseed meal in dairies and feedlots in

                  the state of Veracruz (Tropics), in the city of Tehuitlan, at the offices of the

                  local Cattle Association.  In recent reports it has been observed that although the  

                  price of soybean meal in the area has been decreased significantly they will 

                  continue to use US cottonseed meal it its available.

                                                   SUMMARY
Recent decrease market prices of cottonseed meal, along with the increase production of cotton in the area of the Valley of Texas according to Jaime Guerra of AYAMSA might increase U.S. meal imports into Mexico. The DIGAL conferences that were  held in Delicias Chihuahua September 9 to 11, have been considered a success because of the quality of the material presented, the number and type of attendants and the number of objectives that were covered by  Dr. Calhoun’s  presentation.  The state of Chihuahua is becoming a stronger importer of US cottonseed meal for beef and dairy use.  Technical seminars are becoming a very efficient technique in promoting US cottonseed meal in Mexico.
